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Objectives and Goals

ÅPreserve the Lake for future generations

ÅImprove the lake bottom quality and 
quantity

Present OLAôs Restoration Project

ÅAccomplishments and continuing study

ÅPlans for implementation



Accomplishments To Date

ÅHistorical museum articles dating 1890-1910 
referenced sawdust in the Lake from 3 sawmills 
who had dumped it in the Lake

Å20 holes were drilled into the Lake in the winter 
of 2008.  The results showed that sawdust was 
0-17ô thick in the North, West, and South areas 
of the Lake.  The true bottom appears to be 
much deeper than what current records indicate 
(35ô vs. 23ô)



Accomplishmentsé.

ÅInformational meetings were held with County, 
Township, DEQ, Water Board and concerned 
citizens outlining OLAôs initiatives to restore the 
Lake bottom and install sewers.  

ÅPhase 1 would remove the muck and Phase 2 
would install sewers.

ÅA survey of Lake Citizens confirmed ñMuck 
Removalò was the citizens top priority.



Accomplishmentsé..

ÅOLA, Huron Pines, and government 
officials collaborated and in 2008, a 
watershed plan was published for Otsego 
Lake.

ÅIn the summer of 2008, Great Lakes 
Environmental Center from Traverse City 
was hired and conducted extensive water 
quality tests on the Lake.



Accomplishmentsé..

ÅFunding was provided by OLA, both 
Townships, and the OWLS.

ÅAll required tests for the issuance of 
dredging permit have been successfully 
completed.

ÅAdditionally, 10 gallons of the Lake 
water/muck was successfully de-watered 
by Bright Technologies.



Accomplishmentsé.
March 2009

ÅOLA met with Olson, Bzdek, and Howard Law 
firm in Traverse City.  The discussion 
concentrated on the legal aspects of forming a 
Lake Improvement Board.

ÅOLA met with County and Township officials and 
successfully gained their support for forming a 
Lake Board providing that OLA prove the 
majority of the Lakefront Owners supported the 
restoration project.



Accomplishmentsé.
March 2009

ÅOLA met with Steve Sendek from DNR fisheries 
and received his endorsement of the sawdust 
removal.  Mr. Sendek also provided OLA with 
information regarding a $20,000 fisheries grant 
which could be used to defray some of our 
project costs.
ÅOLA discovered Apple Canyon in Wisconsin had 

purchased their own dredging equipment and 
were dredging themselves at a significant cost 
savings.  Discussions with them have identified 
opportunities to save significant costs.



March 2009 
Accomplishmentsé

ÅOLA met with Senator Tony Stamas who 
supports our project and will pursue 
financial grants and aid

ÅOLA met with Mr. Harold Chase, Senator 
Levinôs Northern Michigan aid, and he 
expressed support for the project and 
agreed to assist OLA.



Communication

ÅAs an ongoing communication to the 
community OLA has published numerous 
articles keeping the public informed as to 
our progress

ÅOLA has mailed 1800 newsletters to 
residents and Otsego Lake Association 
(OLA) members 3 times per year to keep 
everyone informed.



Communication
May 2009

ÅOLA established a website 
www.myotsegolake.com to assist us in our 
communication rollout.

ÅOLA met with the residents of Compton 
Beach and presented our restoration plan 
and received 100% support for our plan

http://www.myotsegolake.com/


June 2009

ÅOLA met with Progressive Eng. AE from Grand 
Rapids.  Mr. Tony Groves, a noted water quality 
expert provided guidance on numerous 
remaining issues regarding our restoration plan.  
OLA will continue to use Mr. Groves as a 
consultant.

ÅOLA met with Bright Technologies in Hopkins 
Michigan to review their de-watering equipment 
capabilities. Previously successfully de-watered 
samples provided from Otsego Lake.


